
CITY OF SHOREVIEW 
AGENDA 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
May 7, 2012 

7:00 P.M. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
PROCLAMATIONS AND RECOGNITIONS 
 
CITIZENS COMMENTS - Individuals may address the City Council about any item 
not included on the regular agenda. Specific procedures that are used for Citizens 
Comments are available on notecards located in the rack near the entrance to the 
Council Chambers.  Speakers are requested to come to the podium, state their name and 
address for the clerk's record, and limit their remarks to three minutes. Generally, the 
City Council will not take official action on items discussed at this time, but may typically 
refer the matter to staff for a future report or direct that the matter be scheduled on an 
upcoming agenda. 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
CONSENT AGENDA - These items are considered routine and will be enacted by one 
motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Councilmember or 
citizen so requests, in which event the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and 
placed elsewhere on the agenda. 
 
1. April 9, 2012 City Council Workshop Meeting Minutes 

 
2. April 16, 2012 City Council Meeting Minutes 

 
3. Receipt of Committee/Commission Minutes— 

--Bikeways and Trails Committee, February 2, 2012 
--Economic Development Commission, February 21, 2012 
--Bikeways and Trails Committee, March 1, 2012 
--Environmental Quality Committee, March 26, 2012 
--Planning Commission, March 27, 2012 
--Human Rights Commission, March 28, 2012 
--Environmental Quality Committee, April 23, 2012 
--Bikeways and Trails Committee, April 5, 2012 



 
4. Verified Claims 
 
5. Purchases 

 
6. License Applications 

 
7. Approval of 2012 Supplemental Water Patrol Contract—Ramsey County Sheriff 

 
8. Approval of EAB Grant Agreement 

 
9. Approve Recommendation to Join the Regional Indicators Initiative 

 
10. Award of Quote—Waterslide Refurbishment 

 
11. Award of Quote—Refurbish Banquet Chairs 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
12. Approval of Ordinance Amending Tobacco Regulations 

 
13. Conditional Use Permit—Automotive Ventures Group, Inc., 3854 Lexington Ave. 

 
14. Approval of Ordinance Amending Council Salaries 

 
STAFF AND CONSULTANT REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 









































 

Minutes 

 ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COMMITTEE 

 

March 26th, 2012 
 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at approximately 7:05pm.  

 

2. ROLL CALL 

a. Members present: Len Ferrington, Katrina Corum, Daniel Westerman, Tim Pratt, 

Scott Halstead, John Suzukida, Susan Rengstorf, Lisa Shaffer-Schreiber, Mike Prouty 

b. City staff present: Jessica Schaum 

  

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

The agenda was approved with no changes.  

 

4. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES – February 27th, 2012    

The minutes were approved with no changes.  

 

5. BUSINESS  

 

A. Diana McKeown of Metro CERTS joined the EQC for a discussion about GreenStep Cities.  

Diana described GreenStep Cities as a framework to capture a range of efforts related to 

sustainability.  The program is designed for cities to implement or be recognized for best 

practices with the focus on cost savings and energy use reduction.  The Committee discussed 

how homeowners could be more engaged in a program like this, Diana responded that there 

are plenty of resources available in the form of workshops or assistance arranging home 

energy audits or promoting energy efficiency.  The EQC could co-sponsor such events or 

programs in conjunction with ongoing GreenStep Cities best practices.  

 

The Committee was also interested in exploring how GreenStep Cities could be intertwined 

with the existing Green Community Awards program, but Diana stated that most of the 

initiatives may not correlate to homeowners directly.   

 

Susan made a motion to encourage the City of Shoreview to explore becoming a GreenStep 

City, and Katrina seconded.  All members voted aye.  

 

B. Speaker Series Update  

a. March 21, Twin Cities Household Ecosystem Project – Lawrence Baker 

i. About 17 people attended, City staff are working on uploading them to the 

City’s website. 

b. April 18, The Future of Public transit in Shoreview – John Doan 

 

C. Green Community Awards 

a. 2013 Expanded Awards- Progress reports from mini task forces 

John and Mike shared their vision for a broader sustainability program as an 

umbrella with ideas like water conservation, water quality, energy efficiency, 

renewables, and transportation threads underneath.  The Committee is prepared 

to add topics or more focus as we get into the process.  It was determined with 

the help of Diana McKeown that the best way to measure efficiency is $/per 

square foot, and possibly having a relative and an absolute winner.  Household 



types may also factor in to different categories or “honorable mention” type 

recognition.  (For example – Comparing the energy bills of a retired couple who 

are in Shoreview for 6 months vs. a family of 5 here year round and accounting 

for those differences.)  

 

The focus of the program will be to encourage widespread use of these practices 

and have winners share their story and a few key starting points for those who are 

interested.  

 

The Committee asked Jessica to look into putting inserts into our utility bills to 

share information about EQC programs and water usage/conservation.  

According to the Utility Billing Clerk – it is easiest if they are a full page for 

folding machine purposes.  As far as selecting those with low water usage 

- we can pull that information but it could include foreclosures or 

vacancies - not necessarily who the Committee wants to target for water 

conservation.  If the Committee would like to have something printed up 

for the next quarter's billing cycle - Jessica should let her know soon. The 

bill would go out in late August or September.   
 

b. 2012 Existing Awards – So far three households were asked to apply, Committee 

members are still finding potential applicants by word of mouth.  The application is 

available on the City’s website now.  

 

D. Newsletter Topics 

a. April issue (Due May 15
th
 – published last week of June) 

i. Environmentally friendly bug and weed protection  - Katrina 

ii. Emerald Ash Borer symptoms - Jessica 

iii. Energy audits – John 

iv. Light bulb guide – Jessica  

 

E. Public Works Update –  

There was a public meeting held for the Floral, Demar, and County Road F road 

reconstruction project – more research may be needed to determine accurate traffic 

counts, placement of street lighting, and changing the entrance to Hodgson from County 

Road F into a cul-de-sac.  

  

The package of environmental ordinances the EQC reviewed in January 2012 are now 

adopted and in effect in the City’s Municipal Code.  New or updated sections include the 

ban of coal tar sealants, illicit discharge, shade tree management, and erosion standards.  

In conjunction with the shade tree ordinance, the Emerald Ash Borer Management Plan 

was also adopted.  The City was successful in applying for a grant to help manage 

Emerald Ash Borer from the MN Department of Natural Resources in the amount of 

$127,200 for ash tree removals and replacements of native, diverse species.  

 

F. Other 

a. Landscape Revival scheduled for June 2
nd

 at Roseville Rainbow Foods 

b. Beyond Coneflowers: Native Gardens for City Living April 15
th
 2-3:30 St. Timothy 

Lutheran Church www.district10comopark.org  

c. City’s Spring Cleanup Day – May 19
th
 8am to 3pm.  

 

G. Adjournment 

a. The Committee adjourned at approximately 8:15pm.  

http://www.district10comopark.org/


SHOREVIEW PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING  
March 27, 2012 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Solomonson called the meeting of the March 27, 2012 Shoreview Planning 
Commission meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
The following members were present:  Chair Solomonson; Commissioners Ferrington, 
McCool, Proud, Schumer, Thompson and Wenner. 
 
Commissioner Wenner arrived late.  
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
MOTION:  by Commissioner Schumer, seconded by Commissioner Proud to  
  approve the March 27, 2012 agenda as submitted.  
 
VOTE:   Ayes - 6  Nays - 0 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Correction:  Add Commissioner Ferrington’s name to those present at the meeting. 
 
MOTION: by Commissioner Schumer, seconded Commissioner Proud to  
 approve the February 28, 2012 Planning Commission minutes as  
 corrected.  
 
VOTE:   Ayes - 6  Nays - 0  
 
Chair Solomonson noted that Commissioner Wenner arrived at the meeting at this time. 
 
REPORT ON COUNCIL ACTIONS 
 
City Planner Kathleen Nordine reported that the Concept Stage for Midland Terrace 
redevelopment was presented to the City Council.  The Council felt that the six-story 
height could work because of the separation from the building and the single-family 
homes by the pond and wetland area.  The Council encouraged the applicant to 
increase the setback on Victoria. 
 
The Council approved the environmental text amendments regarding pests and tree 
diseases, as recommended by the Planning Commission. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
PUBLIC HEARING - CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 
 
FILE NO.:  2443-12-6 
APPLICANT: DAVID NELSON & CLAIRE IMSLAND 
LOCATION:  5155 HODGSON 
 
Presentation by City Planner Kathleen Nordine 
 
The application is for a Conditional Use Permit to retain an existing storage shed that 
was constructed in 2004 without a building permit.  The property consists of 0.82 acres 
with a width on Hodgson of 109 feet.  The shed stores lawn equipment and tools.  It is 
13.4 feet in height, consists of 224 square feet and had 8-foot side walls.  The setbacks 
are 15 feet from the side property line and 30 feet from the rear property line. 
 
City Code requires a Conditional Use Permit for accessory structures that are between 
150 and 228 square feet in size.  The shed does comply with standards for location, 
height, design and setback requirements.  The combined area of accessory structures 
does not exceed the maximum allowed of 1200 square feet for this property.  The 
location is wooded, which mitigates any visual impact.   
 
Property owners within 350 feet were notified of the application, including residents in 
North Oaks.  Several comments were received in support of the application.  Staff is 
recommending approval. 
 
Commissioner Ferrington verified that the main reason for this application is because no 
building permit was issued for it.  Ms. Nordine agreed and explained that the shed was 
built in 2004.  When City regulations were tightened in 2006, this structure was not 
grandfathered in because there was no building permit, hence the need now for a 
conditional use permit. 
 
Commissioner Schumer asked how the City came to be aware of the structure.  Ms. 
Nordine stated that Code Enforcement reported it when responding to another issue 
with the property.   
 
Commissioner McCool asked if the shed identified to be removed, in fact, has been 
removed.  Further, he asked if there are open code enforcement issues on the property 
and if so, whether the Commission can grant a permit.  Ms. Nordine answered that the 
shed has been removed.  A permit can be granted if the requirements are met.  The 
applicants have been very cooperative in working to bring the property into compliance. 
 
Chair Solomonson noted that the windows in the garage are broken and asked if a 
certain level of maintenance is required.  Ms. Nordine stated that Code Enforcement is 
working on this issue with the applicants. 
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City Attorney Filla stated that he has been advised by the City Planner that the required 
notices for this public hearing and the second public hearing on this meeting agenda 
have been given. 
 
Chair Solomonson opened the public hearing. 
 
Mr. Kent Vanderwall, 647 Bridge Lane North, stated that from his house there is a 
clear view of the back yard and shed.  There is no problem with the shed.  It matches 
the exterior of the garage and house. 
 
Mr. Curt Olson, 637 North Birch Lane, stated that the shed has a nice appearance and 
his family has no problem with it. 
 
Mr. Sean Kelly, 5169 Hodgson, stated that he has no problem with the shed. 
 
Mr. Jim Mills, 644 Birch Lane North, stated that the Nelson property always looks nice, 
and the shed looks nice as well. 
 
MOTION: by Commissioner Schumer, seconded by Commissioner Wenner to close  
 the public hearing. 
 
VOTE:   Ayes - 7  Nays - 0 
 
Commissioner Schumer asked the applicant why a building permit was not obtained.  
Mr. Nelson explained that he called to find out if he needed to have a building permit to 
put up a small shed with no floor.  He was told no.  He was not trying to deviate from 
City requirements.  He further explained that the broken window is scheduled to be 
repaired, and the property has been cleaned up. 
 
Commissioner Proud stated that he would suggest tabling this matter until all Code 
Enforcement issues are resolved.   
 
Commissioner McCool asked what Code Enforcement issues remain.  Ms. Nordine 
stated that there was a significant amount of outside storage.  The applicants submitted 
a schedule for the cleanup to the City, which they have adhered to.  If anything is left, 
they are very minor items. 
 
Chair Solomonson stated that because of the size of the property and the fact that the 
shed meets Code requirements, he supports the application. 
 
Commissioner Ferrington asked what impact there would be if the matter were tabled to 
the next meeting.  Ms. Nordine stated that the shed does exist.  The only concern for 
the City is the 60-day review period for an application.  This application was completed 
March 12, 2012, which means the review period ends May 12, 2012. 
 



4 

 

City Attorney Filla stated that there are two separate issues, one with regard to the 
building code and a second in regard to Code Enforcement.  He would be concerned if 
action were taken based on the separate code enforcement issue. 
 
MOTION: by Commissioner Schumer, seconded by Commissioner Wenner to  
 recommend the City Council approve the Conditional Use Permit for a 224  
 square foot storage shed on 5155 Hodgson Road, David Nelson and   Claire 
Imsland.  Said approval is subject to the following conditions:   
 
1) The project must be completed in accordance with the plans submitted with the 

applications.  Any significant changes to these plans, as determined by the City 
Planner, will require review and approval by the Planning Commission. 

2) The applicant shall obtain a building permit for the structure within 30-days of the 
approval for the Conditional Use Permit.   

3) The structure shall be used for storage purposes of household and lawn supplies 
and equipment.   

4) The structure shall not be used in any way for commercial purposes.  

 
This approval is based on the following findings: 
 
1) The use is in harmony with the general purposes and intent of the Development 

Ordinance. 
 
2) The use is in harmony with the policies of the Comprehensive Guide Plan. 
 
3) Certain conditions as detailed in the Development Ordinance exist. 
 
4) The structure and/or land use conform to the Land Use Chapter of the 

Comprehensive Guide Plan and are compatible with the existing neighborhood. 
 

VOTE: AYES:  7    NAYS:  0 
 
RESIDENTIAL DESIGN REVIEW/VARIANCE 
 
FILE NO.  2443-12-7 
APPLICANT: CHRISTINE ANDERSON 
LOCATION:  4327 SNAIL LAKE ROAD 
 
Presentation by City Planner Kathleen Nordine 
 
Stonehearth Homes represents the applicant and has submitted an application for an 
addition over the two-car attached garage to expand living area of the home.  Variances 
requested would reduce the minimum 30-foot setback from the front property to 28 feet, 
and reduce the minimum 10-foot setback for living space from a side lot line to 5.9 feet 
from the north property line and 7.5 feet from the south property line.  The property 
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consists of 6,200 square feet with a lot width of 40 feet.  It is a substandard riparian lot 
on Snail Lake.  The existing home encroaches upon the required 10-foot side setbacks.   
In 1991, a variance was granted to construct an attached garage 28 feet from the front 
property line.  The addition would provide two bedrooms, an office area and bathroom.  
The height is 30.6 feet from the lake side.  There would be no change in existing 
setbacks.  Existing impervious surface of 38.6% can be retained, although the Code 
requirement is 30%.   
 
The applicant submitted a statement stating that the addition will not increase 
impervious surface or foundation area.  Their lot width limits any areas for expansion.  
The home is small with living space of 1,500 square feet, and the addition is needed to 
improve the livability of the home.  The addition is consistent with the character of the 
neighborhood that has one, two-story and split-level homes.  There are also other 
homes in the neighborhood that encroach into side yard setbacks. 
 
Staff believes practical difficulty is present and is recommending approval.  The lot is 
small and the width present limited options for expansion.  The existing house 
encroaches upon the required setbacks.  The neighborhood has a variety of housing 
styles and lot sizes.  Expansion toward the lake would have a greater impact. 
 
The applicants will be required to use two shoreland mitigation practices.  One will be 
architectural mass; the second is not yet determined. 
 
Notices were sent to property owners within 150 feet.  No comments were received. 
 
Commissioner McCool asked the other shoreland mitigation options being considered.  
Ms. Nordine stated that a rain garden is a possibility to address runoff.  Commissioner 
McCool asked if gutters or downspouts are included.  His concern is added runoff to the 
neighboring property to the north.  
 
Chair Solomonson asked the height of the addition as seen from the street.  Ms. 
Nordine referred this question to the applicant. 
 
Commissioner Wenner asked if the addition would block sunlight to the abutting 
properties.  Ms. Nordine responded that the house to the north sits closer to the lake so 
there would be minimal impact. 
 
Mr. Greg Olfelt, Stone Hearth Remodeling, stated that the house was built in 1936.  If a 
rain garden is done in a location that could capture the water from the gutters, they 
would be installed.  There is a good slope to the rear of the property.  That has not yet 
been determined.  In response to Chair Solomonson’s question regarding height, he 
stated that the height will be just under 30 feet.  
 
Commissioner Ferrington commended the design of this addition and her appreciation 
for not increasing the foundation area or extending the house closer to the lake. 
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MOTION:  by Commissioner Ferrington, seconded by Commissioner Thompson to  
 adopt Resolution 12-21 approving the residential design review and  
 variance requests submitted by Greg Oothoudt, Stonehearth Custom  
 Homes, Inc., on behalf of Christine Anderson, to construct an addition on  
 to the existing home at 4327 Snail Lake Boulevard.  The variances  
 approved are: 1) To reduce the minimum 30-foot structure setback from  
 the front property line to 28 feet, and 2) to reduce the minimum 10-foot  
 structure setback for required from a side property line for living space to;  
 5 feet 9 inches from the north side property line and 7 feet 5  inches from  
 the south side property line.  

 
Approval is subject to the following conditions: 
 

1. The project must be completed in accordance with the plans submitted as part of 
the Residential Design Review/Variance applications.   Any significant changes 
to these plans, as determined by the City Planner, will require review and 
approval by the Planning Commission.  

 
2. This approval will expire after one year if a building permit has not been issued 

and work has not begun on the project. 
 

3. Impervious surface coverage and foundation area shall not be increased above 
the current coverage areas without a variance. 

 
4.The mitigation plan shall be completed within one year of this approval date.  A 

Mitigation Affidavit shall be executed prior to the issuance of a building permit for 
the new addition.   

 
5.The approval is subject to a 5-day appeal period. Once the appeal period expires, 

a building permit may be issued for the proposed project. A building permit must 
be obtained before any construction activity or site work begins. 

 
This approval is based on the following findings: 
 

1. The proposed improvement is consistent with the policies of the Comprehensive 
Plan, including the Land Use and Housing Chapters. 
 

2.  Reasonable Manner.   The intent of the proposed expansion is to provide 
additional bedroom space to improve the livability of the home.  Currently, the 
home has only one bedroom and has a small 956 square foot foundation area 
(excludes garage area) with about 1,500 square feet of living area. The proposal 
to add bedroom space is reasonable and is consistent with the City’s housing 
policies regarding housing and neighborhood reinvestment and life-cycle 
housing.   

3. Unique Circumstances.   The property is a substandard riparian lot that has a 
small lot area and narrow width.  The current structure encroaches upon the 
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required front and side yard setbacks.  These are unique circumstances related 
to the property and not created by the property owner.   

4. Character of Neighborhood.  The neighborhood is eclectic with a variety of lot 
sizes and house styles.  The applicant’s property is one of the smaller lots in the 
neighborhood.  Expansion of the structure towards the lake would have greater 
impacts on the lakeshore environment and adjoining properties. Houses on the 
adjoining properties are also setback only a few feet from the side property lines.  
Placing the addition above the garage will minimize impacts on these adjoining 
homes since the garage area is not directly adjacent to the living areas of the two 
adjacent residential structures 

VOTE:   AYES:  7    NAYS:  0 
 
PUBLIC HEARING - CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 
 
FILE NO.:  2445-12-8 
APPLICANT: AUTOMOTIVE VENTURES GROUP/KAREN PROPERTIES, LLC 
LOCATION:  3854 LEXINGTON AVENUE NORTH 
 
Presentation by City Planner Kathleen Nordine 
 
The application is for a Conditional Use Permit that would amend an existing 
Conditional Use Permit.  The property is used for an automotive fuel/service station/car 
wash.  The request is to add retail automotive sales to the property.  In 1983, an 
amendment to the Conditional Use Permit was adopted to prohibit automotive sales on 
the property.  In 1999, a further amendment was added to prohibit storage of cars on 
the site for more than 30 days. 
 
The applicants have experienced an increase of vehicle forfeiture by customers.  Some 
vehicles would be purchased from the customer, repaired and then offered for sale by 
the station.  The maximum number of cars for sale would be five.  They would be 
located in the existing parking lot adjacent to Lexington Avenue and I-694. 
 
The property is zoned C-2, General Commercial.  Automotive sales are permitted as a 
conditional use.   
 
Surface parking consists of 44 stalls.  There are 16 stalls for fuel pump parking.  Code 
requires a total of 48 stalls.  The applicant indicated that approximately 50% of the stalls 
are not used; five on the western portion of the property would be dedicated for sales 
use.  The applicant anticipates an average of two vehicles on sale per month, but in 
order to obtain a dealer license, there must be space for five vehicles. 
 
Staff is concerned about adding this use to a property that  is already being used 
intensively.  Introducing auto sales on this site may also set a precedent for other 
service stations.  There are also concerns about adding this use when recent 
development investment has occurred in the area with other needed commercial 
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services for the community.  Third-party sales are prohibited.  No additional signage 
would be allowed, except window signs in the vehicles. 
 
Conditions in the Development Code are met in that no additional improvements are 
needed for this use, and the parking lot has the capacity to accommodate this additional 
use.   
 
Property owners within 350 feet were notified, including in Arden Hills.  No comments 
were received. 
 
The proposed use is consistent with the commercial land use designation and policies.  
This use must be restricted because of other uses on this property.  Staff is requesting 
that the Planning Commission recommend the City Council approve with the conditions 
listed in the staff report.   
 
Commissioner Wenner stated that allowing this use would set precedent for other 
service stations that also have the capacity.  Ms. Nordine stated that is also a concern 
of staff.  The location at Lexington and I-694 with restrictions would be unique enough to 
not set precedent.  Commissioner Wenner stated that consumers like to buy cars where 
there are a number of dealers in the same location.  He believes this would set a 
precedent.   
 
City Attorney Filla stated that the City Code allows this type of use.  If this use is not 
desired, consideration should be given to amending the Code and putting this 
application on hold. 
 
Chair Solomonson noted that there are no other car sales in the City.  He asked if the 
prohibition is particular to this conditional use permit.  Ms. Nordine answered that it is. 
Chair Solomonson asked how other dealers might set up a business in Shoreview.  Ms. 
Nordine responded that the property would have to be zoned C-2, and a conditional use 
permit would have to be granted. 
 
Commissioner Schumer suggested that the Code could stipulate that only service 
stations be allowed to have this use, not just any gas station.   
 
Commissioner Ferrington stated that there are potential serious enforcement issues 
with the number of vehicles on the lot, vandalism of vehicles left out.  No signage would 
be allowed, but there is a changeable sign on-site.  What would prevent that sign 
reading car sales?  She is hesitant to opening the door for the difficult enforcement this 
use would entail.  Also, it is not compatible with the development that is coming to that 
area, which the City has made sure will be upscale.  Putting in a car dealer where 
people will be trying to turn is not consistent with what is being done.   
 
Ms. Nordine stated that staff struggles with the same issues.  However, in looking at the 
criteria for a conditional use permit, staff did not believe there was enough leverage to 
deny the application. 
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Commissioner Ferrington asked if her personal opinion that it is not compatible is 
enough for denial.   City Attorney Filla answered, no and stated that the discussion 
should focus on the criteria for a conditional use permit whether or not there is 
agreement with staff.  If the Planning Commission needs more information, he would 
advise taking the time to get it. 
 
Commissioner Proud asked if the history of violations and existing violations on this site 
are germane to the application.  City Attorney Filla stated that one condition can be 
required is that the property be brought into Code compliance.  History of 
noncompliance is not justification for denial of the application. 
 
Chair Solomonson asked the zoning of the Sinclair Station across the street.  He noted 
that on the applicant’s property there has been a car for sale from time to time that is 
parked in the drive aisle where a tow truck is also sometimes parked.  He asked if that 
area could be designated as No Parking.  Ms. Nordine answered that the zoning of the 
property across the street from Sinclair is a Planned Unit Development.  The drive 
aisles at the service station could be designated No Parking.  Five spaces must be 
designated for cars to be sold to obtain the state dealer’s license. 
 
Chair Solomonson opened the public hearing. 
 
Mr. Mark McClain, 3850 Lexington, stated that the intent is not to become a used car 
dealer, but he would like his business to be allowed to sell a car occasionally.  In order 
to get a license, five spaces must be designated for that purpose.  In the last few years, 
cars that have been approved for repairs are left after the work is done because owners 
cannot pay for the repairs.  In one instance he was able to sell a car that helped a 
customer get some cash to put down on another car.  These occurrences happened 
maybe once a year in the years he has been in business, since 1972.  Now perhaps 
there are half a dozen such instances per year.  The dealer license is needed in order to  
be bonded and be able to do the title work.  Five stalls are needed, but he is not looking 
to have five cars for sale at all time.  He wants to be able to handle these situations in 
the correct manner.  
 
Commissioner Wenner asked and Mr. McClain stated that he would have free and clear 
title to any cars that would be sold and that there would be no mechanics liens on them.   
 
Commissioner Ferrington asked if signage would be needed.  Mr. McClain stated that 
signage could be done internally.   
 
Commissioner Proud asked for further information on the type of bonding needed and 
the process for acquiring the title of cars.  Mr. McClain stated that owners sign over the 
title.  Sometimes a technician will make a deal.  That is what he is trying to avoid and 
have all such sales be official with his corporation.  Commissioner Proud asked the type 
of signage that will be used.  Mr. McClain stated that window signage on the vehicle 
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would be used.  He is willing to work out what is required by the City.  Also, if the car is 
beyond repair and he has a dealer license, he would be able to take the car to auction. 
 
Commissioner Thompson noted that the designated stalls are not seen from Lexington.  
Mr. McClain stated that the sales would be through customer inquiry.  There is no plan 
for big advertising on Lexington or I-694.  He is looking to be able to legally address 
situations when the business is left with a car. 
 
Commissioner McCool asked if the license is renewed annually.  Mr. McClain 
answered, yes.  There is an annual fee. 
 
Chair Solomonson asked if Mr. McClain owns any other repair sites in Shoreview and if, 
through common ownership, the service station on Lexington would be selling cars from 
that site.  Mr. McClain stated that the other service station is at Highway 96 and 
Hodgson.  There is no plan to bring cars from that site or other sites to sell at the 
Lexington site. 
 
MOTION: by Commissioner Proud, seconded by Commissioner Schumer to close  
 the public hearing. 
 
VOTE:   Ayes - 7  Nays – 0 
 
Commissioner Proud suggested this matter be tabled to give the applicant time to 
provide specific information signage on the vehicle and whether the cars to be sold will 
only be payment defaults at this site, or the applicant will be bringing in cars from other 
sites.  He would like staff to also address whether the City can build in an enforcement 
cost with the conditional use permit.  Further, he would want to know if and how the 
existing reader board sign would be used for this use. 
 
Commissioner Ferrington agreed and additionally, she would like to see data from the 
past two years and whether the number of such cars is increasing.  She is also 
concerned about bringing cars from other sites.  It is important to protect Shoreview with 
only high quality businesses. 
 
Commissioner McCool stated that he has no problem with this request and is not in 
favor of amending the City ordinance to not allow this type of use, especially in this 
location.  It is five vehicles on a site that has ample parking space.  He does not believe 
precedent is a concern, as each application stands on its. own.  His main concern is 
how this use will work on this site with respect to car movement.  He would like to see 
some parking stalls near the building be restricted in use with employees parking in 
back.  Also, as this is a conditional use permit, the use  could be reviewed again in a 
year if requested by the City.  He would like to find a way to make this work for the 
applicant who is trying to do the right thing. 
 
Chair Solomonson asked if a review period can be part of the conditional use permit.  
City Attorney Filla answered, yes, but a permit is a use of the property and runs with the 
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property.  Once a permit is issued, the property can be used in that manner as long as 
there is compliance with stipulated conditions.  Ms. Nordine added that there is a 
revocation process if required conditions are not met. 
 
Commissioner Wenner stated that he is not against the project, but this proposal is 
incomplete and more information is needed.  
 
Mr. McClain stated that he is willing to provide the information the Planning Commission 
requests.   
 
Chair Solomonson further requested that information be provided by staff as to the 
reasons this type of use was not allowed by the City in 1983. 
 
MOTION: by Commissioner Proud, seconded by Commissioner Ferrington to table  
 this matter to the next regularly scheduled Planning Commission meeting  
 on April 24, 2012. 
 
VOTE:   Ayes - 7  Nays - 0 
 
MISCELLANEOUS 
 
Commissioners Proud and Thompson will respectively attend the April 2nd and April 
16th City Council meetings. 
 
Commissioner Proud requested that an upcoming workshop agenda include discussion 
of the City’s ability to use history of enforcement actions when considering new matters 
that come before the Commission.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION: by Commissioner Schumer, seconded by Commissioner McCool to  
 adjourn the regular Planning Commission Meeting of March 27, 2012, at  
 8:58 p.m.  
 
VOTE:  Ayes - 7  Nays - 0 
 
 









Minutes 

 ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COMMITTEE 

 

April 23rd, 2012 
 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at approximately 7:05pm. 

 

2. ROLL CALL 

Members present: Len Ferrington, Daniel Westerman, Katrina Corum, Scott 

Halstead, Susan Rengstorf, Tim Pratt, Lisa Shaffer-Schreiber  

Members absent: John Suzukida, Mike Prouty 

Staff present: Jessica Schaum, Tom Wesolowski 

  

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

The agenda was approved with no changes. 

 

4. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES – March 26, 2012    

     The minutes were approved with no changes.  

 

5. BUSINESS  

 

A. Speaker Series Update  

a. April 18, The Future of Public transit in Shoreview – John Doan 

Approximately 13 people were in attendance.  The presentation highlighted the 

chicken versus the egg nature of having more transit in Shoreview and surrounding 

communities.  MetroTransit needs riders to keep existing lines operating, and there 

needs to be lines available for riders to utilize.  

 

B. Green Community Awards 

a. 2013 Expanded Awards – progress reports 

b. 2012 Existing Awards – No formal submissions yet.  Len will approach residents 

with raingardens installed as part of the Hawes/Demar road reconstruction project 

and one household with a pervious pavement driveway.  Susan has a friend who may 

have some additional leads, Len will connect with her and approach those residents 

to see if there is interest to apply.  Scott will check with Ryan from Ramsey 

Conservation for other possibilities.  

i. Check for the announcement on cable tv 

 

C. Regional Indicators Initiative   

a. Jessica presented the program from Urban Land Institute and the Regional Council of 

Mayors.  Three other cities have completed a “pilot” of the program and are now 

seeking additional cities to participate.  The program’s scope of work involves a 

consultant team to collect the last three years of data for benchmarking and then 

training City staff to collect the data in future years.  Data needed includes topics like 

energy, water, waste, and vehicle miles traveled.  These metrics can be normalized 

over population or jobs, which can be presented easily as gallons of water 

used/person/day or pounds of waste/person/day.  Information can also be obtained 

and compared across different sectors – such as residential versus commercial or 

industrial users. These units can show where targets, education, or best management 

practices may be used to lower environmental impact.  



b. The Committee felt that this program is consistent with the steps Shoreview has 

already taken, and would be helpful to actually measure the impact of the City’s 

efforts towards environmental sustainability. 

c. Lisa made a motion for the City Council to authorize participation in the Regional 

Indicators Initiative and Daniel seconded.  All members were in favor of 

participating. 

 

D. Newsletter Topics 

a. April issue (Due May 15
th
 – published last week of June) 

i. Environmentally friendly bug and weed protection - Katrina 

ii. Emerald Ash Borer symptoms and don’t prune ash in summer - Jessica 

iii. Energy audits – John 

iv. Light bulb guide – Jessica  

 

E. Public Works Update 

a. Tom discussed a number of Public Works news items:  

i. Around the City crews have been grinding off the road paint before chip 

sealing the roads.  Paint stripes build up over time and grinding them down 

will flatten out the surface before resurfacing. 

ii. Traffic at 694 and Lexington will be worse in May and June when Lexington 

Ave goes down to 1 lane to add turn lanes and widen the Lexington Ave 

bridge. It will be inconvenient but all of the contractors, materials, and 

inspectors are nearby with the 694 project so it could be viewed as more 

efficient. 

iii. Senior home on Hodgson – many floors are now built up 

iv. Red Fox road developments – began working on the foundation – shops or 

restaurants to open summer of 2012.  

v. Floral/County Road F/Demar road reconstruction: City Council has approved 

cul-de-sac on the West side of Cty Road F, with a 28 foot wide road on 

Demar and F, and a 24 foot wide road on Floral.  Keeping these road widths 

will save 15-16 trees from being removed, something the neighborhood 

supported.  Stormwater will be treated with infiltration chambers on site.  

vi. Water pressure issues in the Weston Woods townhome association – this 

summer the City will be construction a booster pump so that 80-90 homes 

will have better water pressure.  

vii. Grass Lake Watershed has been dissolved by the City Councils in Shoreview 

and Roseville.  The Committee discussed funding, planning for the future, 

and emerging contaminants and would like to invite BWSR and a 

representative from Ramsey Washington Watershed to speak at a future EQC 

meeting.  

viii. Tom presented the application and plans for the Lakeview Terrace 

Apartments.  The Committee had the following comments: 

1. The Committee understands that stormwater management for the 

development would meet the requirements of the City's Surface 

Water Management plan, but felt this would be a good opportunity 

for the developer to think outside the box for stormwater 

management. The Committee is recommending that instead of 

discharging the runoff from the roof directly into Shoreview Lake 

the developer look at collecting and storing the runoff for reuse, 

which could be used for irrigation or wash water similar to what was 

installed in the City's Maintenance Center as part of the remodel.  

 



2. Support the developer working with Blue Water Services to 

determine what steps could be taken to improve the water quality of 

the lake. 

 

3. Support the planting of native vegetation along the shoreline. 

 

4. During construction of the project the contractor should be 

encourage to use compost blankets for erosion control on the site. 

The use of compost for erosion control has been approved by 

MNDOT. 

 

F. Other 

a. Re-schedule May 28
th
 meeting –The meeting is rescheduled for Tuesday, May 29

th
 

at 7:00 PM in the Lower Conference Room at City Hall.  
b. Utility bill inserts – the Committee wants to keep this idea in mind. 

c. Landscape Revival scheduled for June 2
nd

 at Roseville Rainbow Foods 

d. City Cleanup Day – May 19
th
.  Members asked Jessica to look into cleanup days 

where residents put everything out at curb for pickup like in Bloomington.   

i. Cleanup days are part of our current recycling contract with Allied Waste.  

To change to curbside pickup would require amending the contract and 

adjusting/increasing the recycling fee on property tax statements to cover 

costs of trucks, gasoline, labor, etc.  Shoreview’s current drop-off style 

cleanup day allows residents to drop off small scrap metal, tires, batteries, 

construction items, electronics, and hazardous waste – all things that 

Bloomington does not accept with their curbside cleanup.  Bloomington 

residents still have to bring these items somewhere else to recycle properly. 

ii. According to the City of Bloomington’s 2012 Curbside Cleanup information, 

all residents pay $21.72 annually for the curbside pickup program.  Accepted 

items seem limited when compared to what Shoreview currently offers. 

iii. Tim and Jessica mentioned that cleanup days with a centralized drop off 

ensure that no scavenging of materials takes place and the items are actually 

recycled properly.  When scavengers cut lines in refrigerators and air 

conditioners to steal the copper, Freon or Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) are 

released into the air and accelerate the depletion of ozone.  

iv. If residents have items they wish to recycle or have landfilled and not drop 

them off at cleanup day, the best thing to do is call their hauler and arrange 

for it to be picked up from the curb.  

 

G. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:10pm.  



SHOREVIEW BIKEWAYS & TRAILS COMMITTEE 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 

April 5, 2012 
 
 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
   
2. ROLL CALL 
 

Members Present:  Mark Stange, Judd Zandstra, Craig Francisco, Craig Mullenbach, Jay 
Martin, Jay Thacker 

     
Members Absent:  Keith Severson, Bill Atkins 
 
Guests:   None 
 
City Staff:  Charlie Grill 

                 
3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

The agenda was approved.  
     

4. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES   
The minutes of the March 1, 2012 meeting were reviewed and approved by consensus of the 
Committee.   
 

5. COMMITTEE DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

The meeting began with Charlie reviewing the Public Works Monthly Report. The 
committee then reviewed each member’s trail map and pointed out several locations for 
possible Park Benches as part of an Active Living Ramsey County program. 31 possible 
locations were identified and Charlie will look closer to see how possible each location is.  
 
The committee then discussed this year’s Tour de Trails event. It was decided that the T-
shirt color this will be royal blue. Regarding the route signs, it was decided that 100 signs 
will be needed for the long route and 40 for the short. While not all signs will be used this 
will provide extras for damaged or lost signs in the future.  
 
To advertize the change in dates for the Tour de Trails event, the committee is looking into 
advertizing in the local paper, through the Slice Shoreview websites, the Shoreviews 
newsletter, the Facebook and the City message board on Victoria and Highway 96.  
 
It was decided that both routes will be drawn up and decided on at the May. Charlie will also 
have a final number of possible park bench locations at that time.  Mark Stange also 
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informed the committee that this year’s Turtleman Triathlon has been cancelled due to park 
construction and low lake levels.  
  

6.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 PM. 
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